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Though it’s unclear who made the tools, the find is the latest and most convincing in a string of evidence that toolmaking began
before any members of the Homo genus walked the Earth.. Related Content That’s the conclusion of an analysis today in Nature
of the oldest stone tools yet discovered.. Up until now, the earliest clear evidence of stone tools came from a 2 6-million-year-
old site in Ethiopia.

“This discovery challenges the idea that the main characters that make us human—making stone tools, eating more
meat, maybe using language—all evolved at once in a punctuated way, near the origins of the genus Homo,” says, a
paleoanthropologist at Rutgers University and co-author of the study.
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Unearthed in a dried-up riverbed in Kenya, the shards of scarred rock, including what appear to be early hammers and cutting
instruments, predate the previous record holder by around 700,000 years.
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